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experiences and mistakes committed by those who served at the ministry 
before them. Nonetheless, when speaking of Iran’s sovereignty, his 
success as well as his partners in the defense of national interests, Zarif 
showed his modest joy for those proud memories. Upon necessity, he 
also did not hesitate to thoroughly discuss and criticize certain events, 
including— without feeling ashamed— some linked to his career or the 
diplomatic corps. 


The majority of the meetings with Zarif— except those held at The 
Islamic Azad University (IAU) — were conducted in his office at the 
School of International Relations run by the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
during the period between the winter of 2010 and spring of 2012. The 
duration of the sessions varied from less than an hour to over three 
hours. Getting Zarif’s approval for conducting these talks was not easy, 
for he had not accepted to make any public dialogue or speech since 
his return from his last political mission in New York. His lectures — 
at the School of International Relations— were strictly academic in 
analyzing the subjects and events in question. He also agreed to this 
dialogue on the condition that the discussion of confidential documents 
and the government’s secrets, especially those related to the nuclear 
talks, remain out of the question. It was in fact challenging to commit 
to these limitations. 


Observing Zarif”s personal history, taking into account both the 
positive and negative aspects of his work, offers a valuable model 
for studying the actions of Iranian diplomats when dealing with the 
outside world, within the framework of the Islamic Republic’s foreign 
policy. The general and special features of Iran’s relationship with 
the world, its historical ebb and flow with regards to foreign policy, 
the geopolitical factor and its effect on Iran’s regional power, the 
revolutionary perspective on international events derived from the 
principles of Shiïism, the distinct attribute of Iranian diplomacy and 
diplomats compared to international standards, as well as the various 
levels of both dispute and cooperation are all topics that will accompany 
the reader throughout his journey through this book. 


countries regarding Iran’s nuclear activity, the significance of his role 
in the Bonn Conference on Afghanistans future, and then Iraq before 
and after the US invasion and his membership in the UN Group of 
Eminent Persons on Dialogue among Civilizations, his heading of many 
secondary and major decisive missions internationally, his presence in 
American society and ability to make an impact on its public opinion 
and media, and many more achievements, put him in the limelight, as 
his role was appreciated by both kin and foe. 


Zarif’s dedication to defending the principles and values of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and his ability to persuade his counterparts 
allowed him to gain time and again the appreciation of not only the 
high authorities in Iran but also many media persons and international 
figures. The grandiose event at the UN Headquarters and crowds of 
foreign figures lining up to bid Zarif farewell are witnesses of that. 
Celebrating him even reached to the extent that the former US Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger gave Zarif a copy ofhis 1994 book Diplomacy, 
signing it «To Zarif, my respectful enemy.” 


This lengthy dialogue with Dr. Mohammad Javad Zarif— the 
diplomat and former Iranian Ambassador to the UN— which stretched 
over more than forty hours is considered an experience that is unlikely 
to be repeated. It is a tale of the specifics of Iranian diplomacy told 
by Zarif, who is without doubt one of the diplomatic scene champions 
of his time. He truly embodies inimitable simplicity. Zarif is simple 
because he enjoys a compassionate, humble and straightforward 
character and this is cleariy evident upon getting to know him. He is; 
however, inimitable because when it comes to his field of specialty, 
Zarif is serious, devoted, organized and true to the values and beliefs 
he adheres to. 


During the conversations, Zarif was interacting with the events he 
was recounting, as if they were taking place today. For he expressed 
frustration when discussing the accounts through which only minor 
accomplishments were made or voiced his anger when stating how 
the new employees at the Foreign Ministry failed to learn from past 


This book is not an autobiography aimed at recounting the good 
and the bad and thus concluding the nature and end of the person in 
question. It is also not a version of the well-known oral history. Despite 
comprising many of the aspects of both types, the main purpose of this 
publication is comprehending the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran based on its historical experience, especially that Iran’s foreign 
relations in modern history have went through sensitive phases and 
harsh conditions, particularly after the Islamic Revolution’s victory. 


During that period, while many of the diplomatic staff ofthe Pahlavi 
regime were being laid off, it was imperative that the potentials and 
experiences of a new generation of revolutionary youths be put in good 
use, and that these youths be immediately employed to the executional 
and intellectual bodies of the fresh rule. 


This book is a vocal account about one of these revolutionary 
vouths, whose political journeys were a building block in the history 
of Iranian diplomacy. Dwelling on these revolutionaries’ exact conduct 
in fact constitutes one of the best ways to comprehend Iran’s foreign 
policy. This saïd person is Mohammad Javad Zarif. 


Zarif’s over two-decade-long presence at the United Nations turned 
him into a remarkable international figure. At the beginning, during 
the first years following the Islamic Revolution victory, when he 
was a doctoral student at Columbia University and the University of 
Denver, he served as a member of the Iranian Mission to the UN in New 
York, until he became the Plenipotentiary Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative there. 


Zarif’s strenuous endeavours on the international level to retrieve 
Iran’s rights, following the imposed war on the Islamic Republic, talks 
over UNSC Resolution 598 as well as the discussions with Western 
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Interviewed by Mohammad Mahdi Raji: 


Born in Tehran in 1980. Holds a Bachelor s Degree in Political 
Science from the Islamic Azad University and a Master s Degree 
in Regional Studies from the School of International Affairs of 
Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He apprenticed at the student 
journal Assañfir until he became its Editor in Chief. He has many 
articles published in a number of newspapers, mainly Hamshahri 
Diplomatic, Mehrnameh and Mosalas, and in periodicals such as 
the International Journal of Political Science. 


Translated by Dr. Mohammad al-Attar: 


Born in Kashan city, Iran in 1984. Holds a degree in General 
Medicine from Mashhad University in 2011. He offered a number 
of articles and lectures in both medicinal and cultural fields. 
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